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A quarterly newsletter by founder and executive director, Catherine E. Wolf, MD MPH

NOTE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DR. CATHERINE WOLF
We want all of our donors and supporters to know that we have been praying for all of you during this difficult time of the
COVID-19 pandemic.  We send condolences to those who have lost loved ones and acquaintances during this time.  And, we
stand in solidarity with our friends and colleagues who are working diligently on the front lines of the pandemic, often putting
their own lives and health at risk in order to save the lives of others.  We support you and our prayers are with you.   Cherlie
and I have been out of the “fire” for the past two months with our clinic being closed.  But, we will soon be back doing clinical
care again ourselves, trying to lessen our risks by using protective masks and goggles and having our clinic practice social
distancing.  We ask you for prayers for wisdom and safety for us, our staff and our patients.

COVID-19 UPDATE 

On March 19, 2020 the first cases of COVID-19 were reported here in Haiti.  Also on that day Haitian president Jovenel Moise
closed the international airport in Port-au-Prince as well as all other ports of entry into the country.  Cherlie and I had been
planning to come back to the US at the end of April for our annual FHH banquet but the coronavirus stopped us in our tracks
and we were essentially stranded here in Haiti.   

Staff wearing masks in March as
COVID-19 begins in Haiti.

However, you can’t really say you’re stranded when you’re in your own
home!  We felt comfortable with the decision to stay in Haiti because we felt we
could accomplish more by being here and we would avoid infection risks from
travelling.  As the virus began to spread in Haiti, the local Haitian Public Health
Department did nothing to help inform clinics here as to what they would
provide in terms of protective equipment, where to send patients for testing and
procedures to follow with possible COVID-19 positive patients.  We knew
coronavirus was in PAP and we knew that many people were coming out to
Jérémie from PAP, some of whom had the potential to be infected.  And, dozens
of them were coming to our clinic!  So, out of concern for our own safety and that
of our staff, we closed our clinic in April.  
Since that time, the virus has been spreading more rapidly throughout the
country, reaching Jérémie a few weeks ago.  There are now over 1000 cases in the
country.  We’re praying for wisdom in knowing when to re-open again.  We want
to keep our staff safe but our patients with chronic medical problems need their
medications.  We recently made arrangements to ship some cloth masks down
here, made by wonderful seamstresses in NJ, Milwaukee and South
Dakota.  We’d love to have enough to give one to each patient before they step
through our clinic doors.  Stay tuned for more updates as things progress!



Every year, at the end of April, we have our annual Friends for Health in Haiti banquet at the Wisconsin Club in Milwaukee.  It is
our largest fund-raising event of the year, so when we decided to cancel the in-person event this year, we were left wondering
how we would make up for the lost revenue.  Well, we got inventive as so many others have during this challenging time.  We
were thrilled to be able to present an online banquet with a live portion, hosted by Milwaukee radio host Steve “The Homer”
True and a video portion which was taped in Haiti.  We held the banquet on Saturday, April 25th, the same evening for which
the original banquet had been scheduled, and made it available afterwards on our website for those who couldn’t “attend” the
live event.  Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, we were able to raise as much money with the online event as with the
in-person event.
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ONLINE BANQUET – A NEW ENDEAVOR FOR FHH!

"
We thank you all for your faithfulness to us and

for your generous support of our ministry in
Haiti.  It was an awesome experience and we

loved learning how to make it work.
 ”

Dr. Catherine Wolf
Dr. Wolf's on-line banquet presentation.

Miss the 2020 Friends for Health in Haiti Online Banquet?
Watch the complete event on our website

friendsforhealthinhaiti.org
 

We would like to say a special thank you to the volunteers who keep Friends for Health in Haiti moving forward in a positive,
creative and faith-driven manner!    

                                 THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO FOR US!!!
Board Members
Ralph Minor, George Jelich, Wayne Siesennop, BIll Schweitzer, Barry Keller and Kathy and Gil English
Volunteer Logistics Managers
Ray and Donna Moon who handle the collection, purchase, storage and shipping of our supplies and donated items, and
manage the FHH online store.
Banquet Committee Members
Lin McKinney, Jeanette Schweitzer, Phyllis Blodgett, Yvonne Ducharme and Kristine Radtke Norris.  They did a wonderful job in
transitioning from in-person to an online event this year.
Our Partner Churches 
Eastbrook Church in Milwaukee, Kingston Presbyterian Church in NJ as well as all the churches in the New Brunswick, NJ
Presbytery and Mt. Horeb United Methodist Church in SC.
Partner Organizations
 Avera Health Systems in Sioux Falls, SD, the Medical College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, Johns Hopkins School of Nursing,
MSAADA architects, Thomas Lee, architect and Rotary Clubs throughout the world!
We can’t thank all of you enough for the encouragement that your faithfulness and generosity brings to us and to those we
serve here in Haiti.  

THANKING ALL OF OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS AND PARTNERS!



Construction of 433 latrines in 8 communities (giving over 2500 people access to improved sanitation).  Capping of 3 water sources
serving over 600 people with potable water.   All of this was accomplished in the course of two years in spite of political instability,
rising inflation, dump truck breakdowns and a pandemic.  The Lord is good!

Even though our coronavirus clinic shut-down has left us without our usual
responsibilities, there have been plenty of activities to keep us busy during this
time.  We are pleased to announce that we have been able to complete all the
latrine construction and capping of another water source with the final funds in
our Rotary Global Grant.  This final funding has enabled us to cap a very
complicated water source called Sous Bawo and we have built an additional 143
latrines in 7 communities.  As of this writing, all materials have been distributed
and almost all the latrines have been built.  We are so grateful to the various
Rotary Clubs in the US and Canada who contributed to this grant, the Les Cayes
Rotary Club that was willing to supervise the project and other donors who
contributed to our Water and Sanitation program, allowing us to build as many
latrines as we had promised.  It’s because of you, our donors, that we are able to
improve the lives of the Haitians we serve.  Thank you for your faithfulness.

A couple of years ago, we had the idea of building a little open-air “gazebo” that we could use for training seminars, worship
services, evangelism and community activities, to be built on the site of our original clinic near the main road in
Gatineau.  But, we quickly realized that we wouldn’t be able to seat many people in a small round gazebo.  

So, we called on NJ architect Tom Lee, who designed our
residence quarters at the clinic, to design a larger “pavilion” that
would seat 200 people or more.  And, design he did!  Plans for the
building have been revised several times and we have been
blessed by very generous donations from the family of Sharon
Haverty and Dr. Andrew Soye from South Dakota.  So, we are now
planning for an open-air lower floor which will have a small
storage room to hold chairs, electrical equipment and projector as
well as a second floor which will provide offices and a conference
room for our Community Development program.  

Thus far, the floor has been poured and the little storage room is
up, columns are poured and we’re getting ready to pour the lower
beams.  Stay tuned to our Facebook page and website for updates
as this beautiful building takes shape.  We’re excited about the
possibilities it holds for expanding our spiritual and community
outreach in Gatineau.

Complicated capping of Sous Bawo nearing the end of
completion.  There are two pipes coming out from the storage cistern,

which is connected to another cistern further up the hill.
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OPEN-AIR SPIRITUAL CENTER CONSTRUCTION IS PROGRESSING!

Design of the front of the new open-air spiritual and community
center, viewed from the main road in Gatineau.

Floor, columns and storage room of the new spiritual and
community center on the old clinic site in Gatineau

ALWAYS KEEPING BUSY!

GLOBAL ROTARY GRANT FUNDED:



Water & Sanitation
See Page 3 Article "Always Keeping Busy!"

 
 

We are  looking forward to having patients to serve again when our clinic opens.
We are going to be purchasing  rice and bean food supplements to help the parents of our malnourished
children as well as elderly indigent patients who are suffering from lack of food.

.

Clinic Indigent Patient Fund

MAKING PROGRESS IN OUR SPECIAL PROJECTS

Open-Air Spiritual & Community Center
See Page 3 Article  "Open-Air Spiritual Center Construction Progressing!"

Goat Program
We have been entering data from our Goat Program onto spreadsheets so we can evaluate the progress
of each of the communities.
We found that our supervisors didn’t always understand what information they were supposed to be
collecting, so we’re trying to play catch-up!
It’s been a valuable learning experience for us all and will help us to further define our priorities with
regard to the information we collect from the farmers.
Lessons are being learned!
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Diabetes Institute

Education Program

We’re concerned about the patients in our Diabetes Institute since we’re unable to see them with the
clinic being closed.
We gave most of them a good supply of medications on their last visit and we trust it will last them until
we re-open.

Schools all over the country have been closed intermittently throughout this year, at first due to political
unrest and, since March 19th, due to COVID-19.
Some online courses have been accessible for our two medical students but the other students have been
stopped in their tracks.
We are committed to helping them pick up their education again in the fall and appreciate our donors who
make this possible.


